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REPORT REGARDING ARDGLASS HARBOUR, 


THOMAS STEVENSON, Pres. R.S.E., M. Inst. C.E. 


In terms of instructions, received from His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, to “ report on the present condition of the harbour, and the advisa- 
bility and extent of the removal of the Churn rock,” I visited the harbour of 
Ardglass in September last, when I had the advantage of hearing the views 
of the coastguard, and many fishermen, and others connected with the port 
and its shipping. I have also perused and considered the file of papers bear- 
ing on the subject, transmitted to me by directions of the Lord Lieutenant, 
and have now the honour to report as follows 

(1st.) Regarding the present condition of the harbour. 

This harbour was designed upwards of fifty years ago by Sir John Rennie, 
and since then Mr. Yignoles and other engineers of eminence have given pro- 
fessional advice in connexion with it. . . 

The peculiarity of Ardglass harbour appears to me to be one arising from 
the physical formation of the creek itself, which is far too contracted for the 
heavy class of waves which roll directly into it, and render it dangerous for 
vessels to lie in any part of it, notwithstanding all the protective works that 
have, at different times, been erected. In 1838 the outer breakwater, which 
was ’designed by Sir John Rennie, succumbed to the heavy impact of 
the waves, and has just been rebuilt of concrete, in accordance with the 
design of Mr. Manning, the engineer in chief of the Board of Works. It is 
an excellent piece of work, but owing to the heavy sea at the time of my visit, 
I was unable to inspect the outer portions of the structure so closely as I should 
have liked. I was informed, however, that the waves pass over the parapet in 
large volumes, and some stones seem to have got displaced near the founda- 
tions of the sea wall, while the lighthouse, which was to have been erected at 
the end of the parapet, has not yet been commenced, as it is thought doubtful 
whether its exhibition can be maintained during storms. 

The unanimous opinion of the fishermen and others whom I examined at 
the place was, that the outer harbour of Ardglass was really useless in stormy 
weather, the 'invariable custom being for all vessels and other craft to leave 
the outer harbour whenever easterly gales begin, and to run, if possible, for 
the small dock which lies at the landward end of the creek. But so much is 
the creek overwhelmed by the waves, that there is no place outside of this 
small shallow dock where safety is to be found. 

On the day of my inspection I was informed by the owner of a vessel of eighty- 
five tons, that in a gale in last September she had to leave the outer harbour and 
take refuge at a quay closely adjoining the dock, but so great was the com- 
motion, even there, that the mooring rings at the quay, to which the vessel was 
attached, were torn up. From these facts it will bo seen that there is no real 
shelter to be had anywhere, excepting in the small dock above referred to, and 
at the period of my visit it was quite filled by fishing boats, which had to leave 
the outer harbour and take refuge there. Under these circumstances it will be 
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seen that the harbour of Ardglass, in its present condition, affords no proper 
shelter during storms or heavy gales. It appears to me, therefore, that in 
order, as far as possible, to remedy this state of matters, a number of large 
concrete blocks should be laid down along the outer face of the breakwater, 
which will have the effect of reducing, to some extent, the amount of sea which 
pours over it in storms ; also that a breakwater should be constructed, somewhat 
in the direction shown on plan, so as to provide a sheltered harbour in which the 
boats can take refuge, when the state of the sea is such as to prevent their 
lying in the outer harbour ; this inner harbour should be excavated to about the 
level of low water, excepting a portion of it along the shore road which ought 
to be retained as a spending beach. I have also to recommend that a perch or 
beacon be erected on the small rock lying to the north of the “ Churn rock,” as 
shown on plan. It has been suggested by Mr. Manning, that the most effectual 
mode of securing tranquillity in the harbour would be to project a breakwater 
from the north side of the bay running towards the present outer breakwater, 
contracting the entrance to what is simply necessary for the ingress and egress 
of boats and vessels. As to this there can be no doubt, but the works neces- 
sary to secure this object would involve such a large expenditure, that I hesi- 
tate to recommend it. 


Report of 
Fishery 
Inspectors, 
1879, p. 9. 
Memorial of 
Fishermen, 
Ac., August, 
1885. 


(Signed), THOMAS STEVENSON. 


Edinburgh, October 2nd, 1885. 


(2nd.) Regarding the removal of the “ Churn rock.” 

I find that this has formed the subject of a great deal of correspondence, 
going as far back as 1879, when it was brought under the notice of the Lord 
Lieutenant by the Fishery Inspectors. Since then its removal has been 
recommended by the Inspectors of Fisheries, and more recently a memorial, 
praying for its removal, has been presented to His Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant by the local fishermen and others in the neighbourhood, also from the 
stranger fishermen who resort to Ardglass from the east coast of Scotland. 
The Memorialists state that : — 

“This ledge of rock interferes most seriously, and limits the accommodation which the harbour 
is capable of affording, is a great source of danger to vessels, and has more than once been a cause 
of damage to them. ” 

“ The removal of the Churn rock is urgently required to increase still more its safety, and to give 
the enlarged accommodation so much needed by the great number of boats frequenting the place 
during the fishing season.” 

The reasons given by the Memorialists for the desirability of removing this 
rock are quite intelligible, and I am 'of opinion that if funds be available their 
desires should be given effect to. I am of opinion, however, if both works 
cannot be overtaken that the Asylum harbour, which' I have recommended in 
the first part of this Report, should have the preference. 
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